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 TOWN BOARD 
 Chair 
    Anthony Varda, 798-9999 
 Supervisors 
    Jeff Davis, 798-0080 
    Mike Statz, 798-4679 
    Joe Kruchten, 798-1735 
    Don Witmer Kean, 798-0883  
 
 TOWN OFFICE 
    Brenda Kahl, Clerk/Treasurer 
    9046 State Road 19 
    Mazomanie, WI 53560 
    767-4152 
    Fax: 767-3015 
    Hours: 7:30 – 4:30, except 
                Wednesday 7:00 – 11:00 
    Email: twnberry@chorus.net  
    Web: www.townofberry.org 
 
 TOWN GARAGE 
    Orlin Danz, Patrolman 
    (Cell) 444-0359 
    Hours: 7:00 – 3:30 
 
 FIRE WARDENS 
    Brenda Kahl 
    767-4152, during office hours 
 

    WI DNR 
    1-888-947-2876 
    http://dnr.wi.gov 
 
BUILDING INSPECTOR 
    Dean Eppler 
    Independent Inspections, Ltd. 
    (800) 422-5220 
     
 DANE COUNTY SHERIFF 
    255-2345, Non Emergency  
 
LEGAL NOTICE POSTING  
 LOCATIONS 
   Festge Park, DH Repair, Town Hall 

January 8, 2015 
 
FIRST INSTALLMENT TAX BILLS DUE 1/31 
The first installment of your 2014 tax bill is due on or before 
January 31, 2015. If you prefer to pay in person, taxes are being 
collected at the Town Hall Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 7:30- 4:30 and on Wednesday from 7:30 – 11:00.  
There is a drop box at the hall for when the treasurer is 
unavailable.  It is checked daily.  Dog licenses may be 
submitted at this time, but are due April 1st.  
Brenda Kahl 
 
BURNING PERMITS REQUIRED AS OF JANUARY 1ST  
State law requires burning permits in the Extensive Fire 
Protection Area (EFPA) from January 1st through May 31st 
unless the ground is completely snow-covered where the 
burning will take place.  Only fires used exclusively for the 
purposes of cooking food or warming the body do not require a 
burning permit.  

Permits are free and may be obtained in several ways.  DNR 
offices or volunteer Emergency Fire Wardens can prepare a 
permit for you.  Stop at the town office to fill one out.  Or, 
prospective burners may go online at 
http://dnr.wi.gov/burnpermits/ or call the toll free hot-line (1-
888-947-2876) to have a permit mailed or instantly emailed to 
you. 
Brenda Kahl 
 
NORTHWEST DANE SENIOR SERVICES 
Help us move! Purchase a puzzle piece and be recognized as a 
supporter and friend of Northwest Dane Senior Services. $100 
per puzzle piece. 100% of your tax-deductible donation goes to 
support NWDSS. If interested, contact us at 767-3757.  

This handcrafted wooden puzzle is a beautiful representation of 
all the ‘pieces’ that have to come together in our community in 
order to open our doors at 1837 Bourbon Road in Cross Plains. 
Your organization’s name, or the names of friends or family 
members you would like to designate, will also be proudly 
displayed on a plaque in our lobby. But hurry! There are only 
100 pieces! 

Special thanks to Dan Finley and Melody Moore for the design 
and creation of this special commemoration. 
NWDSS Newsletter
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BASIC ATV RULES 
Beginning in 2013, all ATVs and UTVs are 
exempt from registration and trail pass 
requirements during the first full weekend in June. 
All other laws apply. 
• Public Use—Valid for legal operation on public 
trails, road routes frozen waterways and private 
property. Not valid for agricultural use. Valid for 
up to 2 years, beginning April 1st and expiring 
two years later on March 31st. Machines 
registered for Public Use are required to display 
their registration ID number on a rear plate (see 
“Registration ID Plate Requirements”). 
• Private Use, Agricultural—Allows private 
registration for agricultural use if the machine is 
used for an agricultural purpose. Agricultural 
purpose includes a purpose related to the 
transportation of farm implements, equipment, 
supplies, or products on a farm or between farms. 
It is valid during operation on public roads for 
agricultural purposes, but is not valid for 
operation on public, frozen waterways or public 
lands open to ATVs/UTVs. Owners may dual 
register their machines for public use also. This 
type of registration remains valid until ownership 
is transferred. 
• Private Use, Non-Agricultural—For use 
exclusively on private property (used on land 
owned by the applicant or an immediate family 
member). Remains valid until ownership is 
transferred. 
• Municipal & Government Use—Used for 
state, county, city and village owned ATVs and 
UTVs. Machines registered for public use are 
required to display their registration ID number on 
a rear plate (see “Registration ID Plate 
Requirements”). Note: Government owned 
machines clearly displaying the name of the 
owner are exempt from displaying registration 
decals and an ID plate. 
WI DNR 
 

FREE CHILD CAR SEAT INSPECTIONS 
Where: Cross Plains Fire Department, 1501 
Bourbon Road, Cross Plains 
Date: Saturday, January 24, 2015 
Time: 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Contact: For information call 608-798-2400 or 
email gkosharek@crossplainspolicewi.com 
 
 

WI DNR ON LINE ATV COURSES 
ATV course requirements 
Anyone who operates an ATV on public riding 
areas - e.g. trails, frozen waters, routes, permitted 
county and/or forest lands - who is at least age 12 
years of age and who was born on or after Jan. 1, 
1988 must have completed a safety certification 
course. These ATV operators must carry their 
safety certification card and they must display it to 
law enforcement officers when requested. 

Anyone is eligible to take the class and receive a 
safety education completion certificate. For 
children under 12 years of age, the certificate does 
not become valid until the child reaches 12. 
Students with special needs must contact the 
instructor at least two weeks in advance of the 
course to request special accommodations. 

Course information 
Instruction emphasizes laws and regulations, 
ethics, personal safety and the proper use of all-
terrain vehicles. 

Length of course 
This course requires a minimum of six hours but 
may be longer depending on the instructor. 

Class availability 
Courses vary depending on the area of the state 
and time of the year. There is at least one class per 
county per year 

Cost of course 
$10 for traditional classroom. $15-$30 for Internet 
courses. 

Internet courses 
Operators of all-terrain vehicles now have a 
convenient online method to receive ATV safety 
certification through Internet web courses. The 
Internet courses are available at 
www.atvcourse.com/usa/wisconsin [exit DNR]  
www.offroad-ed.com/wisconsin [exit DNR]  
WI DNR 
 

GARBAGE PICK-UP SCHEDULE 
Monday, Jan 12 - Garbage Only 
Monday, Jan 19 - Garbage and Recyclables 
Monday, Jan 26 - Garbage Only 
Monday, Feb 2 - Garbage and Recyclables 
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DECEMBER 15 TOWN BOARD MINUTES 
SUMMARY 
(A summary of the minutes not yet approved by 
the Town Board.) Members present: Anthony 
Varda, Mike Statz, Jeff Davis, Joe Kruchten and 
Don Witmer-Kean 
Livestock Facilities Licensing Ordinance 200.1 
was approved.  Vote 4-1 In favor: Witmer-Kean, 
Varda, Kruchten & Davis  Opposed: Statz 
Implement of Husbandry Ordinance 300.13 
was approved as amended. Vote 5-0 
Dane County’s proposed Resource Protection 
Corridors Map 
The board approved sending a letter to Dane 
County Planning with two points, first requesting 
further information as to the experience elsewhere 
in the country with these proposed requirements 
and secondly indicating that in any event that 
should the cataloguing of these areas be on the 
taken that they should be used as informational 
purposes on zoning and not as a requirement or 
mandatory compliance measure. Vote 5-0 
Committee Reports 
*Cross Plains Fire District: A budget was passed 
that was higher than originally proposed. Meeting 
in January to go over districts contract 
*Black Earth Fire District: Meeting on January 8 
to discuss the districts contract  
*Email from Derek Statz about the condition of 
Enchanted Valley Road. 
Adjourn: 7:58 pm 
Brenda Kahl  
 
BERRY BREAKFAST  
Please join us at 9:00 a.m. for our January 10th 
Berry Breakfast and regular informal fun, this 
time at the CROSS PLAINS FAMILY 
RESTAURANT, Glaciers Edge Shopping Center 
in Cross Plains. As usual we will get together with 
friends and neighbors from our area on this 
second Saturday of the month for our "no agenda, 
no expectations, no work" Dutch treat social 
event. You and your neighbors are invited.  
Friends and guests are always welcome. Bring a 
friend and come if you can. Thanks to everyone 
for suggestions, and for continued feedback, as 
the Berry Breakfast looks for a "new" regular 
location.   
Karen Upper 
 
 

PROTECTING LOCAL BAT POPULATIONS 
It’s never too early to think about bats! 
Bats sometimes roost in attics, barns and other 
warm places to have their young and nurse their 
babies. People who don't want bats in such places 
should take steps by June 1 to safely and 
humanely get them out and seal off their entry 
points or wait until after Aug. 15 to do so, state 
bat experts says. 

"Baby bats are not able to fly for that first month 
or two after they're born, and their mothers need 
to be able to leave to feed and then return to the 
roost and nurse them, so it's important that 
exclusions not be done between June 1 and 
August 15," says Heather Kaarakka, the 
Department of Natural Resources bat roost 
coordinator. 

"We don't want to leave bat pups and their 
mothers with no home or separate the mothers 
from the pups, which would die of starvation," she 
says. "Excluding bats during that timeframe can 
also backfire for the property owner - the mother 
bats will be frantically trying to get back to their 
pups and will end up finding their way into 
people's living spaces."  

Four of Wisconsin's native bat species are now 
considered threatened due to a deadly bat disease, 
white-nose syndrome, that has killed an estimated 
6.7 million bats in the eastern U.S. and Canada 
and is closing in on Wisconsin, raising concerns 
that these mammals, voracious eaters of crop and 
forest pests and mosquitoes, might be eliminated. 
The four species were added to the state's 
threatened species list in 2011 and it's now illegal 
to kill these bat species in most cases, and illegal 
to exclude them from buildings from June 1 
through August 15.  

There are a few exceptions that may be granted 
for exclusion during this time, specifically for 
roosts that are in hospitals, schools, daycare 
centers and other public buildings in which the 
bats roosting - and their droppings -- may cause 
health issues, Kaarakka says. 

Wisconsin's four cave bat species emerge in April 
and May from a winter of hibernating in 
Wisconsin caves or mines. They move toward 
summer sites near water to find hatching insects. 
Females give birth in June and July, with most 
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bats giving birth to one baby a year, called a pup. 
Bat mothers have their babies, or "pups," in 
maternity colonies with hundreds of other mothers 
and pups; male bats are usually solitary roosters.  

There are a number of humane ways to exclude 
bats from an attic or other place where they may 
not be wanted, says Paul White, a conservation 
biologist with the DNR's bat program. Excluding 
bats involves locating and sealing the actual 
access points to an attic or other part of a structure 
where bats may try to roost, placing one-way 
doors at the entrance, and eventually sealing the 
holes to prevent access. 

DNR's Bat Exclusion guide provides step-by-step 
instructions for excluding bats from an attic or 
other structure. 

People who don't want to take the exclusion steps 
themselves can contact professional bat exclusion 
experts, White says. Bat Conservation 
International has a list of bat exclusion 
professionals who have agreed to carry out this 
task in a humane way. That list and more 
information and videos on how to get bats out, can 
be found on their Bats in Buildings website. 

People who don't want bats inside but don't mind 
having them on their property also can build a bat 
house as an alternative roosting location; follow 
instructions in Build a Bat House and be patient; 
the bats may not take to the new digs in the first or 
even second year, he says. 

More bat roost locations and volunteers sought 
People with bats in their attic or barn or other 
structure can help Wisconsin bats out by 
volunteering to observe and record the bats' 
nightly excursions or allowing volunteers to track 
the creatures on their property.  

"Monitoring a bat roost is simple and fun, and I've 
had quite a few school groups, in addition to 
citizens, get involved," says Kaarakka, who also 
coordinates this project. "The data we collect from 
the monitoring effort gets used to estimate 
summer population levels of little brown bats and 
big brown bats as well as the distribution of those 
species in the state. 

"We can also use information collected on each 
roost site to help determine what types of roosts 

and microclimate those species prefer and share 
that knowledge with other bat biologists." 

People who monitor bat roost sites position 
themselves so they can see the bats exit against a 
night sky as they fly out of the roost. Bats begin 
exiting about half an hour after sunset and will 
continue to fly out for about 30 minutes.  

While away from the roost, the bats feed on 
insects. A bat can catch an insect every 10 
seconds and a nursing female can consume her 
weight every night in mosquitoes and/or other 
insects, White says. A recent study estimated the 
value of bats' consumption of agricultural insect 
pests at between $658 million and $1.5 billion 
annually. 

People interested in getting involved in roost 
monitoring, or want more information about the 
project they should contact Heather Kaarakka at 
Heather.Kaarakka@Wisconsin.gov or 608-266-
2576. 
WI DNR 
 
APRIL 7, 2015 ELECTION 
The following candidates have timely filed 
nomination papers for the Spring Election and 
will appear on the ballot:  
Town Chair: Tony Varda 
Town Supervisor Seat 1: Jeff Davis 
Town Supervisor Seat 2: Mike H Statz 
Brenda Kahl 
 

CHANGES COMING IN 2015: 
SNOWMOBILE REGISTRATIONS AND 
TRAIL PASSES 
2013 Wisconsin Act 142 takes effect July 1, 2015. 
Provisions include: 
 $30 for a three-year registration. 
 Purchase and display of an annual trail pass 

required to use public trails. 
 A $20 savings off the standard $30 trail fee for 

members of both a local club and the 
Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs. 

 Nonresident trail passes will increase from $35 
to $50. 

The new fee structure supports local trail 
maintenance and will generate additional revenue 
for the state snowmobile program fund. 
WI DNR 
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DANE COUNTY CONTACTS 
This article contains a partial listing of Dane 
County departments, divisions, and contacts that 
may be helpful to landowners. 
Dane County Department of Planning and 
Development, Todd Violante, Director  
608-266-4021 
Planning Division 
The Planning Division assists Dane County 
residents, communities and decision-makers in 
addressing short-range and long-range 
comprehensive planning issues related to 
community and regional development, 
transportation, environmental resources, 
community services, housing, and economic 
development. 
Contacts 
 Majid Allan, Senior Planner, 608-267-2536 
 Pam Andros, Senior Planner, 608-261-9760 
 Curt Kodl, Senior Planner, 608-266-4183 
Zoning Division 
Dane County has regulatory authority over lands 
within the boundary of Berry and other townships. 
The Zoning Division is responsible for a number 
of regulatory review and approval processes for 
construction and land development activities, 
including: Zoning permits, Rezoning, Variances, 
Erosion Control and Stormwater Management, 
Land Divisions, Conditional Use Permits, and 
Variances 
 Patrick Anderson, Zoning Inspector,  

608-266-9085 
 Russell Bartlett, Zoning Inspector  

608-267-3960 
 Charlie Steinhauer, Zoning Inspector  

608-266-0010 
Records Division 
The Records Division maintains the Real Estate 
Ownership Property List and Personal Property 
List for all of Dane County, except the City of 
Madison. The Division also maintains the records 
of the Dane County Surveyor’s Office. 
Land Conservation Division 
The Land Conservation Division provides 
conservation planning assistance and technical 
service in the area of soil and water conservation 
to landowners, land users, and decision-makers. 
Patrick Sutter, County Conservationist  
608-224-3730 
Dane County Website 

COLD WEATHER PRECAUTIONS 
Check on loved ones and neighbors, especially 
those in fragile health, preferably by telephone.  
Pay particular attention to older neighbors who 
may be outdoors attempting to shovel snow or 
engaged in some other activity. Try to talk them 
into stopping and going back indoors. 

If you have to go outside, wear appropriate 
clothing that will adequately insulate you from the 
cold and provide protection from the wind making 
sure to expose as little skin as possible to the air. 

Monitor your food intake and physical output and 
maintain a regular diet to help your body better 
handle the severe weather conditions. 

Hydrate - Water is usually the best choice. Drinks 
with caffeine, sugar and alcohol take longer for 
your body to absorb and do not hydrate as well. 
People should be aware of the amount and 
intensity of their physical activity, both indoors 
and out. Avoid overexertion. Cold weather puts 
additional strain on the body, especially the heart. 

Older adults, those in fragile health and smaller 
children can be more readily affected by the cold 
than the average adult. 

Never leave children or pets alone in vehicles. 
Temperatures in vehicles can drop rapidly. Pets 
can be greatly affected by the cold and should not 
be exposed longer than they have to be. 

Large animals need to be kept out of the wind and 
have a dry place to lie down. Water supplies 
should be checked to avoid freezing and diets 
should be adjusted to increase energy (calorie) 
content by 5%. 

Check heating units. Poorly operating or damaged 
heating units can release carbon monoxide gas. 
Test carbon monoxide detectors for proper 
operation and battery life. Carbon monoxide is an 
odorless, colorless, tasteless gas that kills more 
than 500 Americans every year. Never use 
generators, grills, camp stoves, or other gasoline 
or charcoal-burning devices inside your home, 
basement, and garage or near a window. Also, 
make sure you have installed a carbon monoxide 
detector in your home to alert you and your family 
to this "silent killer." 
Dane County Public Health and Emergency Management 
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TOWN OF BERRY BOARD MEETING 
January 20, 2015, 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, 9046 Hwy. 19, Mazomanie, WI 53560 

AGENDA 
1.  Call to order 
2.  Approve minutes of December 15, 2014 
3.  Public Comments:   You may address the Board on any item not on the agenda.  A discussion item may 
be placed on a future agenda.  Public comment may be heard on any agenda item either now, or at the time 
the agenda item is to be discussed, or at the discretion of the Town Chair at any other time the agenda item is 
discussed.  Comments are generally limited to three minutes. 
4.  Discuss/approve/disapprove 

A. (2014-8) Matthew & Janel Christianson (Niesen Family Farm), 5729 Whippoorwill Road, rezone 
3.99 acres from A-1Ex to RH-1 for a home site. PC Vote 5-0 
B. (2014-9) Matthew & Janel Christianson, Whippoorwill Road, driveway permit application.   
PC Vote 5-0 

5.  Budgetary Matters 
A.  Payment of bills  
B.  Resolution to designate funds within the 2014 budget 

6.  Committee reports/Correspondence/Communications 
A.  Fire Districts 
B.  EMS Districts 
C.  Other 

7.  Discussion of future agenda items 
8.  Adjourn  
As of January 15, 2015 the final agenda will be posted on the website and the town’s three posting locations.  The board 
attempts to finalize the agenda prior to the distribution of the newsletter
 

 
 

CALENDAR 
All meetings are at the Town Hall, 9046 Hwy 19, Mazomanie, unless otherwise noted. 

January 2015 
Thursday, January 8, 6:30 pm District 1 EMS Meeting, District 1 EMS Building 
Monday, January 12, 7:00 pm Web Committee 
Monday, January 12, 7:00 pm Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Admin. Center 
Monday, January 12, 7:30 pm Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium 
Tuesday, January 20, 7:00 pm Town Board  
Saturday, January 24, 7:30 am Plan Commission Site Visits, on site 
Monday, January 26, 7:00 pm Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Admin. Center 
Monday, January 26, 7:30 pm Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium 
February 2015  

Monday, February 2, 7:00 pm Plan Commission 
Monday, February 9, 7:00 pm Web Committee 
Monday, February 9, 7:00 pm Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Admin. Center 
Monday, February 9, 7:30 pm Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium 
Monday, February 16, 7:00 pm Town Board  
Saturday, February 21, 7:30 am Plan Commission Site Visits, on site 
Monday, February 23, 7:00 pm Cross Plains EMS, Cross Plains Fire Building 
Monday, February 23, 8:00 pm Cross Plains Fire District, Cross Plains Fire Building 
Monday, February 23, 7:00 pm Middleton - Cross Plains Area Board of Education Meeting, District Admin. Center 
Monday, February 23, 7:30 pm Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education, Middle School Auditorium 

This calendar is advisory only. Consult the 3 legal posting locations for legal notice
 


